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Bransgore Parish Council would like to respond to the proposal for the inclusion of the site Land at Higher  
Clockhouse Farm, Burley Road (07_01). 
 
The Parish Council strongly objects to the inclusion of the site in the BCP Local Plan. 
 
Reasons for Objection: 
 
The Land is Currently Designated Green Belt 
Para. 137 of the National Planning Policy Framework states that the purpose of greenbelt is to prevent urban 
sprawl. The development of this site would contribute to a ‘sprawl’ effect of Bransgore village and would be 
contrary to points: 
 
(a) to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas; 
(c) to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment; and 
(e) to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land. 
 
We do not believe that the ’exceptional circumstances’ would be ‘fully evidenced and justified’ to enable the 
removal of this site from green belt status and that provision should be sought through more suitable brownfield 
or urban sites in a more prudent location, more in keeping with point (e) of Para 137. 
 
In addition to this, it would lead to the isolation of that community and its residents as their local authority, 
services and transport links would be provided by a different council than their close neighbours. This would 
undoubtedly lead to confusion over service provision for those residents. This would be detrimental to Bransgore 
village as the expansion would effectively be outside of the parish and over county lines and yet would appear to 
be part of Bransgore. 
 
Lack of Infrastructure 
Currently there is little infrastructure to support this proposed site and it is likely that significant investment 
would be needed to be provided to meet the requirements laid out in section 4.10 of the consultation, whose 
objective states: ‘Deliver the infrastructure needed to support development, local communities and businesses’. 
 
Residents will likely use Bransgore’s facilities as they are closest, which would put unacceptable pressure on both 
parish council leisure facilities and green spaces, and other facilities within the village which would be expected to 
bear the brunt of an increase in users, but with none of the financial recompense in terms of CIL contributions or 
precept/council tax monies. 

 
Poor Transport links  
This particular part of the county has no sustainable transport links. Pavement/footpaths only extend as far as the 
edge of Bransgore parish and the site is only served by a fairly infrequent bus service. Unless sustainable 
transport links were provided car travel would be a necessity, especially for those accessing local schools in 
Dorset. 
 



Significant Flooding Issues 
The proposed site sits partly within a flood zone, which would greatly exacerbate current and future issues with 
flooding through the addition of houses on this site. There is already significant concern over the impact on 
localised flooding through the site at Derritt Lane in Bransgore (Application 21/11097, New Forest District 
Council), which was allocated in NFDC’s Local Plan 2016-36, and further development would likely have a further 
negative impact. 
 
Finally, we note that the inclusion of this site is as a result of a ‘call for sites’ and has been put forward by the 
landowner, and not identified by BCP themselves. We believe this suggests that the site is less than appropriate 
for development.  
 
 
Yours Faithfully, 
 

 
 
Helen Klaassen 
Clerk and RFO 
Bransgore Parish Council 


